
Entering 
Fast Lane, 
At Her Pace 

Chelsea Clinton gave a perfectly 
honed and utterly unsatisfying ex
planation on Monday for why she 
has made her debut as a special cor
respondent on NBC's magazine 

show "Rock Center 
ALESSANDRA With Brian Wil

liams."STANLEY "For most of my 
life I did deliberately 

THE TV lead a private life WATCH 
and inadvertently 

led a public life," Ms. Clinton told 
Mr. Williams after the show broad
cast her profile of Annette Dove, a 
woman who has devoted herself 
and her life's savings - to running 
an after-school program in Pine 
Bluff, Ark. 

Sitting across from Mr. Williams 
with her back straight and her 
hands folded in her lap, Ms. Clinton 
said that she was proud of her par
ents and was encouraged by her 
grandmother, Dorothy Rodham, 
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Chelsea Clinton with Brian 
Williams on Monday night. 

who died in November, to do more 
with her fame. 

After years of avoiding journal
ists, Ms. Clinton said she was ready 
to become one of them, in order, as 
she put it, to lead a "purposefully 
public life." 

It's a noble sentiment, but it does
n't make a lot of sense. Because of 
her last name, there are plenty of 
ways to do good works and publicize 

• 	 worthy causes besides becoming a 
television newscaster. Given her 
past reticence, Ms. Clinton'S deci• sion to work at NBC News is almost 
as puzzling as was Caroline Kenne
dy's short-lived plan in 2009 to run 
for the United States Senate seat left 
vacant when Ms. Clinton's mother, 
Hillary Rodham Clinton, became 
secretary of state. 

Both choices seemed le·ss like new 
vocations than violations of long
standing nonaggression pacts with 
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I Wouldn't Touch That Pie, ifI Were You 

The torture-porn movie business has 

an ancient and revered progenitor in 
the immortal Shakespeare himself. His 
early tragedy "Titus Andronicus" is a 
careering pileup of gothic horrors in 

which great ingenuity is 
CHARLES shown in the matter of vi

olent murder. Heads and 
ISHERWOOD hands are lopped off at 

regular intervals; the 
THEATER body count pr~ctically de-
REVIEW 

fies computation; and the 
finale is a banquet that only the meat
pie-making Mrs. Lovett of "Sweeney 
Todd" could love. 

The Public Lab production of this bor
derline ludicrous but sometimes, um, 
delicious play, directed by Michael Sex-

Titus Andronicus Jennifer Ikeda as the 
mutilated Lavinia and Jay O. Sanders in 
the title role of this bloody Shakespear
ean drama, at the Public Lab. 

ton, adorns the opening in a little apt 
classical allusion. Shakespeare drew on 
Ovid as a model for some of the play's 
excesses - Lavinia's extravagant ill 
fortune echoes the tale of the rape of 
Philomel - and the first image we see is 
that of a young boy in contemporary 
clothes reading Ovid in paperback atop 
a pile of wooden slats that will be used 
later as symbolic coffins. Today's gam
ers reveling in digital gore, we take it, 
are much like their equivalents of centu

ries past, who devoured poetry just for 
the bloody bits. 

This youngster, ably played by Frank 
Dolce, will scamper in and out of Mr. 
Sexton's modern-dress production, 
camouflage backpack in tow, playing 
both victims and victors at various 
points. But nobody emerges unscathed 
- indeed, nobody emerges undrenched 
in blood - in this peculiar play, here 
presented in a sometimes crude but col
orful staging featuring the talented Jay 
O. Sanders, a veteran of Shakespeare 
productions at the Public Theater, as 
the title character. (Mr. Sanders was a 
touchingly dopey Bottom in the Public's 
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Philosopher 
Sticks Up 
For God 

By JENNIFER SCHUESSLER 

There are no atheists in foxholes, 
the old saying goes. Back in the 
1950s, when the philosopher Alvin 
Plantinga was getting his start, 
there were scarcely more religious 
believers in academic philosophy 
departments. 

Growing up among Dutch Calvin
ist immigrants in the Midwest, Mr. 
Plantinga was used to intense theo
logical debate. But when he 8:rrived 
at Harvard as an undergraduate, he 
was startled to find equal intensity 
marshaled in fa
vor of the argu
ment that God 
didn't exist, 
when classmates 
and teachers 
found the ques
tion worth argu
ing about. 

Had he not 
transferred to Alvin 
Calvin College,
the Christian Re-

Plantinga 

formed liberal 
arts college in Grand Rapids, Mich., 
where his father taught psychology, 
Mr. Plantinga wrote in a 1993 essay, 
he doubted that he "would have re
mained a Christian at all; certainly 
Christianity or theism would not 
have been the focal point of my 
adult intellectual life." 

But he did return, and the larger 
world of philosophy has been quite 
different as a result. From Calvin, 
and later from the University of No
tre Dame, Mr. Plantinga has led a 
movement of unapologetically 
Christian philosophers who, if they 
haven't succeeded in persuading 
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Glamour and Munitions: A Screen Siren's Wartime Ingenuity 

Did you hear the one about the actress and the com

poser who tried to invent a remote-controlled tor
pedo? It sounds like the opening line of a bar joke, but 

it's actually the premise of Richard 
DWIGHT Rhodes's slim new book, "Hedy's Folly." 

The actress was Hedy Lamarr, the 
GARNER sloe-eyed Hollywood siren who starred 

in 1940s films like "White Cargo" and 
BOOKS the Busby-Berkeley-choreographed mu-

OF THE TIMES sical "Ziegfeld Girl," in which she wore a 
memorable peacock-feather headdress. Born Hedwig 
Kiesler in Vienna in 1913, Lamarr arrived in Hollywood 
in 1937, fleeing a tyrannical husband and Europe's 

rowin anti-Semitism. 

Hedys Folly 
The Life and Breakthrough 
Inventions of Hedy Lamarr, the 
Most Beautiful Woman in the World 

By Richard Rhodes 

Illustrated. 261 pages. Doubleday. $26.95. 


Lamarr was caHed, by the studio 
head Louis B. Mayer, "the most beautiful girl in the 
world." It's the kind of slogan that does a woman no fa
vors. You begin to scan her bewitching face in this 
hook'~ hl::lrk-::Inn-uThitl'> nhntnn..<:u"h,.. 4'~_~~..I ..~ --

pose alternatives mentally. Gene Tierney? Ava Gard
ner? Mary McCarthy? 

The composer was George Antheil, born in 1900 in 
Trenton. A child prodigy, the dashing Antheil dropped 
out of high school and left for Europe, where he made a 
name for himself in the classical and avant-garde mu
sic worlds. He befriended Igor Stravinsky and Ezra 
Pound, and lived with his wife, Boski, for more than 10 
years above Shakespeare and Company, Sylvia 
Beach's Paris bookstore. The Antheils moved to Holly
wood shortly before Lamarr did. 

Mr. Rhodes's book, culled from biographies, unpub



A Philosopher's Book Sticks Up for God 

clares. Mr. Dennett? A reverse past exists, or that other people 

From First Arts Page fundamentalist who proceeds by have minds, or that one plus one 
their still overwhelmingly unbe "inane ridicule and burlesque" equals two. 
lieving colleagues, have at least rather than by careful philosophi "You really can't sensibly 
made theism philosophically re cal argument. claim theistic belief is irrational 
spectable. On the telephone Mr. Plantinga without showing it isn't true," Mr. 

was milder in tone but no less di Plantinga said. And that, he ar"There are vastly more Chris
rect. "It seems to me that many gues, is simply beyond what scitian philosophers and vastly 
naturalists, people who are su encecan do.more visible or assertive Chris
per-atheists, try to co-opt science tian philosophy now than when I Mr. Plantinga says he accepts 

left graduate school," Mr. Plant and say it supports naturalism," the scientific theory of evolution, 
he said. "I think it's a complete inga said in a recent telephone in as all Christians should. Mr. Den

terview from his home in Grand mistake and ought to be pointed nett and his fellow atheists, he ar
Rapids, adding, with characteris out." gues, are the ones who are mis
tic modesty, "I have no idea how The so-called New Atheists reading Darwin. Their belief that 
it happened." may claim the mantle of reason, evolution rules out the existence 

not to mention a much wider au- of God - including a God whoMr. Plantinga retired from full
time teaching last year, with purposely created human beings 
more than a dozen books and a through a process of guided evo
past presidency of the American lution - is not a scientific claim, 
Philosophical Association to his Saying naturalism, he writes, but"a metaphysical or 
name. But he's hardly resting on theological addition." not theism, clashes those laurels. Having made phi These are fighting words to sci
losophy safe for theism, he's now entific atheists, but Mr. Plantwith science. 
turning to a harder task: making inga's game of turnabout doesn't 
theism safe for science. stop there. He argues that athe

For too long, Mr. Plantinga ism and even agnosticism them
contends in a new book, theists dience, thanks to best sellers like selves are irrational. 
have been on the defensive, Mr. Dawkins's fire-breathing po "I think there is such a thing as 
merely rebutting the charge that lemic, "The God Delusion." But a sensus divinitatis, and in some 
their beliefs are irrational. It's while Mr. Plantinga may favor people it doesn't work properly," 
time for believers in the old-fash the highly abstruse style of ana he said, referring to the innate 
ioned creator God of the Bible to lytic philosophy, to him the truth sense of the divine that Calvin be
go on the offensive, he argues, of the matter is crystal clear. lieved all human beings possess. 
and he has some sports meta Theism, with its vision of an or "So if you think of rationality as 
phors at the ready. (Not for noth derly universe superintended by normal cognitive function, yes, 
ing did he spend two decades at a God who created rational-mind there is something irrational 
Notre Dame.) ed creatures in his own image, "is about that kind of stance." 

In "Where the Conflict Really vastly more hospitable to science Longtime readers of Mr. Plant
Lies: Science, Religion and Natu than naturalism," with its ran inga, who was raised as a Presby
ralism," published last week by dom process of natural selection, terian and who embraced the Cal
Oxford University Press, he un he writes. "Indeed, it is theism, vinism of the Christian Reformed 
leashes a blitz of densely rea not naturalism, that deserves to Church as a young man, are used 
soned argument against "the be called 'the scientific world to such invocations of theological 
touchdown twins of current aca view.'" concepts. And even philosophers 
demic atheism:' the zoologist Mr. Plantinga readily admits who reject his theism say his ar
Richard Dawkins and the philos that he has no proof that God ex guments for the basic rationality 
opher Daniel C. Dennett, spiced ists. But he also thinks that does of belief, laid out in books like 
up with some trash talk of his n't matter. Belief in God, he ar "Warranted Christian Belief" 
own. gues, is what philosophers call a and "God and Other Minds," con

Mr. Dawkins? "Dancing on the basic belief: It is no more in need stitute an important contribution 
lunatic fringe," Mr. Plantinga de- of proof than the belief that the that every student of epistemol

' I 
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ogy would be expected to know. 
But Mr. Plantinga's steadfast 

defense of the biochemist and in
telligent-design advocate Mi
chael Behe, the subject of a long 
chapter in the new book, is ap
parently another matter. 

"I think deep down inside he 
really isn't a friend of science," 
Michael Ruse, a philosopher of 
science at Florida State Universi
ty, said of Mr. Plantinga. "I'm not 
objecting to him wanting to de

fend theism. But 1 think he gets 
his victory at the level of gelding 
or significantly altering modern 
science in unacceptable ways." 

Mr. Dennett was even harsher, 
calling Mr. Plantinga "Exhibit A 
of how religious beliefs can dam
age or hinder or disable a philos
opher," not to mention a poor stu
dent of biology. Evolution is a 
random, unguided process, he 
said, and Mr. Plantinga's effort to 
leave room for divine interven-

The philosopher Alvin 
Plantinga, left, whose new 
book is called "Where the 
Conflict Really Lies: Science, 
Religion Cl:nd Naturalism." 

tion is simply wishful thinking. 
"It's just become more and 

more transparent that he's an 
apologist more than a serious, 
straight-ahead philosopher," Mr. 
Dennett said. 

When Mr. Plantinga and Mr. 
Dennett (who said he has not 
read Mr. Plantinga's new book) 
faced off over these questions be
fore a standing-room-only crowd 
at a 2009 meeting of the Ameri
can Philosophical Association, 
the event prompted ardent online 
debate over who had landed bet
ter punches, or simply been more 
condescending. (A transcript of 
the proceedings was published 
last year as "Science and Reli
gion: Are They Compatible?") 

Mr. Plantinga, who recalled the 
event as "polite but not cordial," 
allowed that he didn't think much 
of Mr. Dennett's line of reason
ing. "He didn't want to argue," 
Mr. Plantinga said. "It was more 
like he wanted to make asser
tions and tell stories." 

Mr. Plantinga and Mr. Dennett 
do agree about one thing: Reli
gion and science can't just call a 
truce and retreat back into what 
the paleontologist Stephen Jay 
Gould called "non-overlapping 
magisteria," with science laying 
claim to the empirical world, 
while leaving questions of ulti
mate meaning to religion. Reli
gion, like science, makes claims 
about the truth, Mr. Plantinga in
sists, and theists need to stick up 
for the reasonableness of those 
claims, especially if they are phi
losophers. 

"To call a philosopher irration
al, those are fighting words," he 
said. "Being rational is a philoso
pher's aim. It's taken pretty seri
ously." 


